
Helping Farm & Ranch Families in Crisis
farmrescue.org

Farm Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides assistance 
free of charge to farm and ranch families who have experienced a major 
injury, illness or natural disaster. 
Services include • planting • haying • harvesting  
• livestock feeding assistance • commodity and hay hauling
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Message from the Founder and President
Farm Rescue will soon be assisting its 1,000th farm family. We owe a tremendous 
debt of gratitude to all the donors, sponsors and volunteers who have partnered 
with us to achieve this significant milestone for the organization. Partnerships 
have been the driving force in the success of our mission to help farm families 
experiencing crisis. We continue to focus on building mutually supportive alliances 
that are inclusive and a win-win for recipients of our services, donors, rural 
communities, volunteers and agribusiness. 

The success of our mission is reflected in the high percentage of donors and 
volunteers that return year-over-year to support our efforts, and the percentage of 
farms still in business after receiving help from Farm Rescue. We are honored to 
retain more than 85% of our annual sponsors and donors, with over 80% of our 
volunteers returning each year to carry out this life changing work. The statistic we 
are most proud of, however, is that 97% of the families we assist are still farming 
three years later. These impressive numbers are truly a positive affirmation that the compassionate 
mission of Farm Rescue resonates clearly with our supporters and is having a beneficial impact on 
agribusiness. Together, we will continue to preserve the legacy of family farms and foster economic 
development in rural communities.

I invite you to take a few minutes to visit our website to view farmer, sponsor and volunteer testimonial 
videos. There are also memorial videos that honor our Good Samaritans. I think you will find it 
inspirational to view firsthand the goodness of humanity taking place through our efforts on a daily 
basis. Please help us raise awareness of our mission by sharing these videos on social media.  

Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely,

Bill Gross

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Philippians 2:4



GARY AND BARBARA CARSTENS – Charles City, IA:  Gary and Barb Carstens 
have operated their farm near Charles City, IA since the early 1980s. In addition 
to growing crops and raising livestock, the Carstens also own and operate a grain 
dryer company in nearby New Hampton. On an early spring morning, Gary was 
out checking cows in a pasture near their farmyard when one of the cows became 
startled. She kicked her hind legs, connecting with Gary’s knee and propelling him 
onto the ground. After attempting to stand on the leg, it became apparent he had 
sustained significant structural damage. After an early-April surgery to repair the 
knee, the Carstens focused on the many tasks ahead during calving and planting 
that would need to be accomplished without Gary’s involvement. Thanks to help 
from neighbors, Barb navigated the remainder of calving season and the couple 
turned their attention to their corn and soybean crops. Thanks to a family friend, the Carstens were made aware of Farm Rescue 
and its free planting assistance services. Local John Deere dealer, Bodensteiner Implement, helped connect Gary and Barb 
with the Farm Rescue office and soon after, they submitted an application for assistance. Their approval came swiftly, and the 
couple began collaborating with Farm Rescue’s staff on a game plan for seeding their corn and soybeans. Volunteers delivered 
Farm Rescue’s John Deere 8R tractor to the Carstens farm to power their efforts, and Bodensteiner Implement further extended 
its support by sponsoring use of a 24-row planter. After several days of work, the Carstens crops were in the ground and Farm 
Rescue’s volunteers and equipment were on to the next farm in need of assistance.

CLIFFORD AND KAREN FROSLIE – Rothsay, MN:  Like many farmers and ranchers, 
Clifford and Karen Froslie have always taken pride in being self-sufficient in their operation. 
Throughout the past four decades, they’ve worked together to raise many wheat, soybean 
and corn crops on their Rothsay, MN farm. The growing season of 2022 began in the 
usual fashion, as the Froslies watched their planted fields progress nicely throughout the 
summer. Unfortunately, with harvest just around the corner, the family was dealt a difficult 
hand when Clifford was diagnosed with esophageal cancer. Over the next several weeks, he 
received daily radiation treatments and weekly chemotherapy to combat the disease, with 
additional surgery to follow. The Froslies knew it was time to accept a bit of help. With 
encouragement from friends and family, the couple submitted an application to Farm 
Rescue. Soon after, volunteers and equipment were dispatched to help bring in the family’s 
corn crop. The crew also received additional trucking and grain cart support from two 
helpful sons-in-law, as well as Clifford’s brother. Farm Rescue was happy to extend a helping 

hand to this wonderful family, as they focused on the greater battle at hand. 

RODNEY AND KRISTIN COLE – Roberts, MT:  Farm Rescue was created to help farm 
families in crisis --- a key word being “families”. These operations rely on the work and 
dedication of several individuals to keep things afloat. When any individual is removed from 
the equation due to injury or illness, the impact is unmistakable. Other family members 
pick up the slack and shoulder a much heavier workload to compensate, but this can create 
a tremendous amount of stress and fatigue over time. This was the case for the Cole family 
near Roberts, MT after husband, Rodney, was diagnosed with a very rare blood disorder. He 
was told he could only receive replacement blood from a donor with the same disorder or the 
result could be fatal. After a nationwide search, the hospital and Red Cross were able to track 
down a supply of this rare blood type to begin Rodney’s treatment regimen. Unfortunately, 
this process required a lengthy stay in a Billings hospital during a very busy time on their 
farm. Throughout the next few months, his wife, Kristin, singlehandedly carried their 
operation through calving season and irrigation of several hundred acres of hay ground. With 
this crucial cattle feed waiting to be gathered, the couple decided it was time to contact Farm 
Rescue. One of our devoted volunteers worked some long days to bring in the family’s  
hay crop, which represented a large portion of their annual income. This Angel in Blue was honored to lend a hand during a 
very difficult situation, allowing the Coles to focus on treatment, rest and recovery.

Stories of Assistance
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Gary and Barbara Carstens

Clifford and Karen Froslie

Rodney and Kristin Cole
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2022 Farmers & Ranchers Assisted

Wayne Amundson
Lung Infection

Hope, ND

Preston Beaman
Wildfire

Hamilton, KS

Rodney & Kristin Cole
Blood Disorder

Roberts, MT

Mark Bechtold &  
Dannie Bruemmer

Fire
St. Cloud, MN

Gary & Barbara Carstens
Knee Injury

Charles City, IA

Kenneth & Leann Drake
Illness

Sheyenne, ND

Clifford & Karen Froslie
Cancer

Rothsay, MN

Tony & Melissa Crisler
Wildfire

Natoma, KS

Clint & Aparna Georgeson
Knee Surgery
Niagara, ND

Jeff & Stacy Graupe
Brain Tumor
Grenora, ND

Tom & Kay Ebert
Broken Leg

St. George, KS

David & Kori Braun
Wildfire

Victoria, KS

David Bollinger
Illness

Lehr, ND

Steve & Kim Anderson
Cancer

York, ND

Josh & Kayla Cotton
Drought

Stanton, ND

Mary Ann & Nick Hettwer
Farm Accident
Munich, ND

Leon & Lyn Hewson
COVID Illness
Amidon, ND

Steve Johnson
Farm Accident

Buffalo, ND

Kyle & Bobbi Jo Johnson
Farm Accident
New Town, ND

James & Jonelle Hvinden
Shoulder Injury
Maddock, ND



Dean & Frances Kessler
Stroke

Stanton, ND

Sandy Just
Illness

Wishek, ND

Rich Koester
Wildfire

Hoisington, KS

Dave & Carrie Kallis
Illness

New Leipzig, ND

Matthew & Brandy King
Illness

Central City, NE

2022 Farmers & Ranchers Assisted
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Tanner Lyle
Wildfire

Russell, KS

Devin Mullender
Wildfire

Waldo, KS

Chris Pelton
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Jayme Lefor
Farm Accident

South Heart, ND

Robert & Norma Mosbrucker
Illness

Ashley, ND

Randy & Pam Ness
Back Surgery
Hatton, ND

Corby & Jennifer Meyer
Illness

McIntosh, SD

Kyle & Hope Nelson
Cancer

York, ND

Mark & Rose Pfeifer
Illness

Ashley, ND

Naomi Lubben
Illness

Worthington, MN

Clayton Mullender
Wildfire

Waldo, KS

Tom & Nicole Odegard
Knee Injury

Georgetown, MN

Joel Maynard
Heart Attack
Wilton, ND

Kristin Nelson
Illness

Newman Grove, NE

Jeffrey & Patsy Perkins
Cancer

Bismarck, ND
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2022 Farmers & Ranchers Assisted

Doug & Dina Pruter
Wildfire

Natoma, KS

John Schrader
Illness

Red Wing, MN

Ronald & Gerry Tschepen
Back Surgery
Bisbee, ND

Vance Steen
Leg Injury

Maxbass, ND

Brynae Thompson
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

James & Cheryl Walsh
Back Surgery
Minot, ND

Milton Wehrman
Wildfire

Sylvan Grove, KS

Doug Vick
West Nile Virus
Raymond, MN

Larry Wiertzema
Illness

Breckenridge, MN

Dennis & Sharon Wink
Knee Injury

Kenmare, ND

Albin & Carol Warling
Cancer

Audubon, MN

Julie Sylvester
Illness

Wamego, KS

Levi Stoughton
Wildfire

Waldo, KS

William Robbins
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Martin Ulrich
Wildfire

Waldo, KS

Don Young
Shoulder Surgery

Harvey, ND

““The windows for planting and harvesting are so small in much of the Midwest, with fewer neighbors than years past. 
Without Farm Rescue stepping in to fill that void, I think there would be a lot less family farms in operation. It’s a life saver for 
farmers and ranchers.”

- Kenneth Chyle, Volunteer
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Dennis & Sharon Wink
Knee Injury

Kenmare, ND

2022 Farmers & Ranchers Assisted

Not Pictured
David & Dorothy Armbrust

Foot Injury
Belfield, ND

Marilyn & Bob Brink
Wildfire

Piedmont, KS

Roger David
Wildfire

Russell, KS

David & Stephanie Dickerson
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Kirk Dickinson
Wildfire

Gorham, KS

Logan & Chelsey Harding
Back Injury

McHenry, ND

Marla Hieger
Illness

Wamego, KS

Quentin Maupin 
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Morgan McNeal
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Kim Mead
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Darris Meitler
Wildfire

Lucas, KS

Brad Miller
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Monty Morrill 
Wildfire

Paradise, KS

Phillip Murphy
Wildfire

Waldo, KS

Brian Pelton 
Wildfire

Zurich, KS

Jay Schlenker
Heart Attack

Montpelier, ND

Brad & Mike Stoppel
Wildfire

Russell, KS

Nate Stoughton
Wildfire

Russell, KS

Lucas & Crystal Wagner
Drought

Mercer, ND

John & Eileen Wahler
Blood Infection
Lidgerwood, ND

Joe Weigel
Wildfire

Russell, KS

Chad Williams
Wildfire

Victoria, KS



Thank YouThank You
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The Angels in Blue: Our Compassionate Volunteers
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“I think the need for Farm Rescue is greater now than ever before. Everyone is moving fast these days and if we can 
fit within the window of need during planting, haying and harvest, it helps put the farmer at ease.

- Mark Baumgarten, Volunteer
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Become a Sponsor of Farm Rescue

Farm Rescue operations are funded by donations from businesses, organizations and individuals that support America’s 
tradition of independent family farms and strong rural economies. We do not distribute funds to ranchers and farmers. 
Donations are used to pay for the many expenses associated with planting, haying, harvesting and livestock feeding 
assistance operations. Supporters of Farm Rescue can feel confident that their donation is directly helping farm and 
ranch families experiencing an unexpected crisis.

“Agriculture is an extremely rewarding industry to be part of. However, this field can be vulnerable to many 
unpredictable circumstances and challenges. Our priority at Nutrien Ag Solutions is always people, so knowing that 
Farm Rescue is there to lend growers a helping hand when times are tough helps give us peace of mind.”

- Rob Clayton, Senior Vice President of Nutrien Ag Solutions North America
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Equipment Sponsors

Participating John Deere Dealerships

John Deere joined our family of sponsors in 2019. 
Farm Rescue is honored to partner with this worldwide 
equipment manufacturer to support farm families in 
crisis. Their quality equipment has served us well in 
accomplishing our mission for the past 17 years.
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Equipment Sponsors

Haybuster, a division of DuraTech Industries, is 
instrumental in Farm Rescue’s livestock feeding 
assistance. Their specialty lies in manufacturing hay 
processing and handling equipment, as well as other 
agricultural and industrial products. The company was 
a founding sponsor, and continues to provide financial 
support, balebusters and CMF-series Vertical Mixers to 
aid in livestock feeding efforts. We value their continued 
unwavering support of our mission.

Wilson Trailer is known for customer satisfaction 
through quality products and services. The trailers 
are produced to provide customers with the latest 
innovations, a long durable service life, and the 
best in value. We are thankful for Wilson Trailer 
sponsoring commodity trailers since in 2012.

RDO Truck Centers is known for high quality new and 
used trucks, as well as a full service shop and parts op-
eration. They sell and lease Mack, Volvo, Isuzu and UD 
trucks. We are thankful for RDO Truck Centers sponsor-
ing semi-trucks since 2012. 

“One of the most important things you can do on this earth is to let people know they are not alone..”
- Shannon L. Adler
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CHEVROLET

Puklich Chevrolet, based in Bismarck, ND, is a family-owned 
business founded in 1984. The dealership established Farm 
Rescue’s trademark fleet of Chevy trucks. They have been a loyal 
and steadfast sponsor since 2008.

The Ryan name is synonymous with auto  
dealerships in Minot, Mandan and Williston, ND. 
This family-owned dynasty has been a strong and 
generous sponsor since 2008.

Twenty auto dealerships in the Red River Valley of Minnesota and 
North Dakota comprise the Heartland Chevy Dealers. They have been 
dedicated and dependable truck sponsors since 2008.

Equipment Sponsors

“When tragedy strikes our farming families, Farm Rescue provides a powerful lifeline like no other. Supporting this 
organization equates to a direct investment in our communities. It is among the best possible investments you can make..” 

- Kris Engelstad, Trustee, Engelstad Foundation



Emerald Sponsors

Elite Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors

Signature Sponsors
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T&T Systems
By Schippers USAClean   |   Polish   |   Protect

®
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Platinum Sponsors

Emerald Sponsors

Farm Credit Services
of Mandan

CHEVROLET



“ Agriculture is at the heart of who we are at Titan. We feel a special connection to farmers and appreciate their 
decision to buy American-made tires because it supports thousands of U.S. jobs to keep the nation running. By 
partnering with Farm Rescue again, we look forward to raising more money to assist farmers in need.”

- Paul Reitz, President and CEO, Titan International, Inc
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Gold Sponsors

®

WZFGKTGO

In Stanley & Tioga
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Silver Sponsors

F O U N D A T I O N

FM 92.1

SINCE 1968

KWAT
News | Weather | Sports | Ag 9

5
0

AM
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Bronze Sponsors

LGood Shepherd
EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH

“The most truly generous persons are those who give silently without hope of praise or reward.”
- Carol Ryrie Brink
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Farm Rescue Staff

Tim Sullivan – Executive Direc-
tor/Sr. Development Officer

Tim oversees general operations  
and maintains our fundraising  
efforts to include: business 
sponsorships, individual donations, 
grants and fundraisers.
701-412-6928 • tim@farmrescue.org

Terry Johnson – Development 
Officer – Corn Belt States

Terry assists in fundraising and 
outreach activities throughout 
our southern territory to include: 
business sponsorships and 
partnerships, speaking engagements 
and recruitment of community 
engagement volunteers and 
ambassadors.
515-601-2891 • terry@farmrescue.org

Stephanie Hasbargen – Office 
Manager

Stephanie handles many important 
behind-the-scenes tasks to include: 
bookkeeping, DOT compliance and 
data entry.
701-212-0231 •  
stephanie@farmrescue.org

Dan Erdmann –  
Marketing Program Manager

Dan is responsible for overall marketing 
strategies and sponsor recognition to 
include: photography & videography, 
website updates and media relations.
701-412-6926 • dan@farmrescue.org

Luke Benedict – Sr. Field  
Operations Manager

Luke is responsible for field operations 
to include: volunteer coordination & 
training, and equipment movement & 
maintenance. He also conducts on-site 
visits at many farm locations and assists 
in fundraising efforts.

701-412-7974 • luke@farmrescue.org

Ben Smith – Field Operations 
Manager – Corn Belt States

Ben helps facilitate operations in the 
field and organizational outreach to 
include: volunteer training, equipment 
movement & maintenance, 
fundraising and partnership 
development, with special emphasis 
on our southern service territory.
515-901-8316 • ben@farmrescue.org

Genita Limke –  
Volunteer Coordinator

Genita is our volunteer coordinator 
and administrative guru to include: 
volunteer processing & compliance, 
record keeping & data maintenance and 
administrative training.

701-212-5380 •  
volunteercoordinator@farmrescue.org

Stephanie Green –  
Outreach Coordinator

Stephanie assists in volunteer 
coordination and administrative 
activities to include: volunteer 
scheduling and communications, data 
entry and assistance case logistics.  
701-412-1049 •  
stephanie.green@farmrescue.org

“There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up.”
- John Holmes
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Here to help!
Farm Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides planting, haying, harvesting or livestock feeding assistance free 
of charge for farm and ranch families who have experienced a major illness, injury or natural disaster. Services also include hay 
and grain hauling. Operations are funded by donations, business sponsorships and grants. Experienced volunteers comprise the 
organization’s field workforce. 

We are a mobile farming operation with a dedicated group of volunteers operating modern equipment. Traveling throughout 
a eight-state area, Farm Rescue offers an opportunity for farm families experiencing an unexpected crisis to continue viable 
operations. Farm Rescue is a win-win for those who need assistance in rural communities. We help maintain stability so future 
generations may continue farming and ranching. 

Applying or referring a family is easy!
1. Applications are available at farmrescue.org or by calling 701-252-2017. 
2. Complete a brief 2-page application and submit via mail, fax or online. 
3. Upon approval, we will provide notification of the proposed arrival date. 
4. Equipment and/or experienced volunteers will be mobilized to help you. 

Main Office
Phone: 701-252-2017

P.O. Box 28
Horace, ND 58047

Fax: 708-221-6488 • farmrescue.org • info@farmrescue.org

Have you or someone you know experienced  
a major injury, illness or natural disaster?


